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Dental Neglect: Proposed Actions to Support Children Unable to Access Dental Care

Tomoyuki NAKAMOTO and Jun AIDAZ
Medical Corporation C&P Nishi-suzurandai Dental Clinic

f Oral Health Promotion, Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences,
Institute of Science Tokyo

“Department 0
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Abstract: Reducing health inequalities has been identified as an important goal in Health Japan
Basic Matters for the Pro

motion of Dental and Oral Health, Social determinants of health, such as p?ven:
and single-parent families, are considered to contribute to health inequalities by limiting “"“‘f""cfa"
temporal resources, making it more difficult for children to receive dental care. Dental r':eglci:t is ? om:
of medical neglect that refers to the denial of access to oral healthcare. resulting in serious lﬂfpal;:lc"
of the child’s health and development. Childhood maltreatment increases the risk of tooth foss in o afge
and affects the overall health, Therefore, this study focuses on dental neglect and im—"‘"‘i“c"s conahol;au:'t;
efforts among a dental clinic, children's cafeteria, and the government to address th:s-p-rublcm. en al
clinic A and children’s cafeteria B collaborated to approach high-risk groups by_ pro\ndm;% free den;la.
health education through regular lectures. Additionally, volunteer staff accompanied the chxld'rel;l lt:l ti t;
dental clinic for checkups and treatment. Eventually, dental checkups will be conducted dl_mn;. be;
lectures in the children’s cafeteria to identify neglected children. This will lead to more children being
accompanied for treatment, creating a system in which more children can receive necessary dental care,
and contributing 1o a reduction in health inequality.

J Dent Hith 75: 97-101, 2025

ildren’ , Social
Key words: Dental neglect, Health inequalities, Accompanied dental visits, Children’s cafeterias, Soc
determinants of health
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